


Curbside Recycling

How is China Affecting Our 

Program





Myth vs. Fact

ÅRecycling in Canada is in crisis.
ÅThousands of communities continue to 

collect recycling regularly and send those 
materials to markets.

ÅChina has stopped accepting any 
recyclables from Canada

ÅAlthough China has placed import bans 
ƻƴ ǎƻƳŜ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎΦ  нр҈ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ /ŀƴŀŘŀΩǎ 
recycled paper went to China in 2018.

ÅwŜŎȅŎƭƛƴƎ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǿƻǊǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ŀƴȅƳƻǊŜΦ
ÅAlthough markets do vary, the 

tremendous benefits of recycling always 
exist.  Recycling extends landfill life, 
reduces water use, saves energy, 
conserves natural resources, local jobs



Eastern Region

Å Started in 2010 to support PWMS 
diversion goals

Å 2 stream program

Å Containers

Å Cardboard / Paper

Å Blue bags

Å Material excluded

Å Glass

Å Plastic shopping bags

Å Styrofoam

Å Bi-weekly collection

Å Primarily a voluntary program



Accepted Plastics

ü PET #1

ü HDPE #2

ü Tubs & lids

ü Clam shells

ü Blue bags



Why not glass?

ÅMaterial excluded

ÅGlass

ÅPlastic shopping bags

ÅStyrofoam

Å 3% Residual (Contamination Rate)
ï Leads the country

Å Program design was focused on 
producing a clean product


